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Office of the Secretary of Defense § 212.6 

installation commander or higher au-
thority. Membership of these organiza-
tions consists of individuals acting ex-
clusively outside the scope of any offi-
cial capacity as officers, employees, or 
agents of the Federal Government. 
Non-Federal entities include a State, 
interstate, Indian tribal, or local gov-
ernment, as well as private organiza-
tions. 

United States. As used in this part, 
the 50 States, the District of Columbia, 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands, the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
Guam, American Samoa, Johnston 
Atoll, Kingman Reef, Midway Island, 
Nassau Island, Palmyra Island, Wake 
Island, and any other territory or pos-
session of the United States, and asso-
ciated navigable waters, including the 
territorial seas. 

§ 212.4 Policy. 
It is DoD policy, consistent with 32 

CFR part 213, that procedures be estab-
lished for the operation of non-Federal 
entities on DoD installations to pre-
vent official sanction, endorsement, or 
support by the DoD Components except 
as authorized in DoD 5500.7–R and ap-
plicable law. The Department recog-
nizes that non-Federal entity support 
of Service members and their families 
can be important to their welfare. Non- 
Federal entities are not entitled to sov-
ereign immunity and privileges ac-
corded to Federal agencies and instru-
mentalities. The DoD Components 
shall take action to preclude unauthor-
ized expenditures of appropriated 
funds, commissary surcharge, or non-
appropriated funds (NAF) in support of 
these organizations. 

§ 212.5 Responsibilities. 
(a) The Principal Deputy Under Sec-

retary for Personnel and Readiness, 
under the Under Secretary of Defense 
for Personnel and Readiness and in co-
ordination with the Deputy Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Installations and 
Environment and subject to DoD Direc-
tive 4165.6, shall be responsible for im-
plementing policy and oversight of 
non-Federal entities on DoD installa-
tions. 

(b) The Heads of the DoD Compo-
nents shall: 

(1) Implement this part. 
(2) Be aware of all non-Federal enti-

ties operating on installations under 
their jurisdiction. 

(3) Conduct reviews to ensure instal-
lation commanders periodically review 
facilities, programs, and services pro-
vided by non-Federal entities operating 
on DoD installations. Installation com-
manders will also review membership 
provisions and the original purpose for 
which each organization was originally 
approved. Substantial changes to those 
original conditions shall necessitate 
further review, documentation, and ap-
proval for continued permission to op-
erate on the installation. 

§ 212.6 Procedures. 
(a) To prevent the appearance of offi-

cial sanction or support by the Depart-
ment of Defense: 

(1) Non-Federal entities may not use 
the seals, logos, or insignia of the De-
partment of Defense or any DoD Com-
ponent, DoD organizational unit, or 
DoD installation on organization let-
terhead, correspondence, titles, or in 
association with organization pro-
grams, locations, or activities. 

(2) Non-Federal entities operating on 
DoD installations may use the name or 
abbreviation of the Department of De-
fense, a DoD Component, organiza-
tional unit, or installation in its name 
provided that its status as a non-Fed-
eral entity is apparent and unambig-
uous and there is no appearance of offi-
cial sanction or support by the Depart-
ment of Defense. The following applies: 

(i) The non-Federal entity must have 
approval from the appropriate DoD or-
ganization whose name or abbreviation 
is to be used before using the name or 
abbreviation. 

(ii) Any use of the name or abbrevia-
tion of a DoD Component, organiza-
tional unit, or installation must not 
mislead members of the public to as-
sume a non-Federal entity is an organi-
zational unit of the Department of De-
fense. 

(iii) A non-Federal entity must 
prominently display the following dis-
claimer on all print and electronic 
media mentioning the entity’s name 
confirming that the entity is not a part 
of the Department of Defense: ‘‘THIS 
IS A NON-FEDERAL ENTITY. IT IS 
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